
May 27, 2021 
 

Dear MCC Richmond Family, 
 

This is an exciting time! It is time to begin our “new normal.” 
 

The Board of Directors have decided that on June 1st, the church will begin to resume all in-
person activities at MCC Richmond with the exception of indoor served meals*. This means 
everyone can come to church again, ministries may pick up where they left off, and masks are 
optional to personal preference. People who are fully vaccinated may choose to wear a mask or 
go maskless. However, the Virginia Governor, along with the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, says that those who are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated are strongly 
encouraged to wear masks at all times, and we agree. 
 

The church's COVID-19 responsibility to the community is transferred and entrusted to each 
individual. People attending worship service will no longer need to pre-register; we will ask 
every attendee to sign-in before service and observe physical distancing in this transition period. 
COVID is still around and, if necessary, we may have need for contact tracing. We continue to 
respect and safeguard anonymity and privacy, and data will only be used to contact individuals 
as needed in an emergency. For those who feel uncomfortable attending church in person, we 
continue to offer online service through Facebook Live or later on YouTube. 
 

Ministry leaders will have the option of discerning when it is appropriate for their ministry group 
to meet in-person, or meet virtually, or a hybrid of in-person and virtual ministry activity. MCC 
Richmond has purchased and will install the necessary equipment in the Multipurpose Room of 
our Community Center in order to make it possible for ministry groups to meet at the church in-
person and virtually. Ministry leaders should contact the church office when they decide how 
their ministry group will meet. This is an exciting time. We are going into a period of 
reconnecting, reinventing as we come to a new normal. We need YOU to be part of this! We 
need to hear your voice. Reach out to your ministry leaders. 
 

MCC Richmond has taken many steps during the pandemic to lessen risk, to provide for the 
safest possible environment, and to continue to reach out to our congregation. None have been 
easy, not always popular, but MCC Richmond is called to love and care for all God’s people. 
 

With acknowledgement of the deep pain of social isolation as well as the great personal 
challenges and losses brought by this pandemic, the church is now invited to a new era: we 
continue to be a place where all are welcome just as they are, we continue to envision how to 
best care for and serve others, and we continue to be a place that believes in community, 
engagement, spiritual discovery, and transformation. 
 

We look forward to seeing each other in person and celebrating our faith together! 

Your MCC Richmond Board of Directors, 

Shari Drees 
John Poarch 
Philip Adams 
John Pall 

MJ Simmons 
Tia Meek  
Pastor Kenny Callaghan 

 



*Please note that the food pantry serves meals to-go and has continuously served Richmonders 
throughout the pandemic. 


