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After a busy and engaging Lent, we move into the season of Easter singing and proclaiming, 
Alleluia! Jesus is risen. Alleluia! He is risen indeed! And as we do, we experience the profound 
blessings of God’s transforming love and presence in our lives and within our spiritual 
community. There is never a dull moment around MCC Richmond and that’s a good thing. God 
continues to bless us, and we are a blessing to God! 
 
My activity from March 19 to April 16, 2021 includes: 
 
29 pastoral counseling appointments, 6 meetings with staff, ministry leaders and parishioners, 1 
meeting with our seminary intern, 5 Zoom meetings with community leaders, 2 Zoom meetings 
with visitors/newbies from the virtual service, providing spiritual counseling, support, 
encouragement, follow through, ministry interest with volunteers, members, and friends of MCC 
Richmond. 
 
Daniel & Company, Inc. received the signed proposal to begin renovations to the Celebration 

Hall bathrooms. L.S. Swain will be the contact person for the project. They have applied for the 

building permits with the City of Richmond and anticipate beginning the project within 60 to 90 

days. 

Holy Week was over-the-top amazing! On Palm Sunday a team of volunteers pre-recorded the 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services. Both services were well received, and 39 

people sent messages of how the services were meaningful to them. On Maundy Thursday 18 

people came for private confession and to receive a prayer of absolution as well as the reminder 

of God’s presence, love, total forgiveness, and blessing in their life. 13 people from MCC 

Richmond and 9 people from the community participated in the self-guided Good Friday 

Meditation opportunity to sit quietly, pray, and meditate in the sanctuary. It was such a blessing 

to be available for these opportunities and to serve those who participated.  

Easter Sunday there were 40 people in the church building … more people than we have had in 

the building since the beginning of Covid. Most everybody followed the guidelines and when 

gently asked to do something everyone complied. It was wonderful to have the Spirits of Joy 

sing and to celebrate with so many people. Everyone commented how good it felt to be in the 

sanctuary and to see friends they haven’t seen in-person in over a year. Several have made 

reservations for other Sundays and Ginny plans to invite Spirits of Joy to sing monthly until we 

returned to open in-person worship. We will continue to work out kinks as far as having 

everyone make a reservation to attend worship and get better at being comfortable following the 

guidelines for in-person worship. 

Our new staffing arrangement is working well. Even though Calvin is working virtually and 

making time for church work with his full-time job, he is able to provide the time and attention 

required to MCC Richmond to help the communications and social media tasks go smoothly. 

Every time there has been an issue, Calvin has been able to satisfactorily resolve the problem 

within an appropriate time frame. Plenty of people are volunteering to serve as church 

receptionist and completing a litany of office tasks. Sharon McSweeney is the main volunteer … 

serving on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Sharon is a natural answering questions, interacting 

with people on the phone, and taking messages. Daryl Meadows and Becky Young are doing a 

fantastic job keeping the church and grounds clean and tidy. It’s exciting to have people find it 

meaningful to serve the congregation in these ways. 



I am enjoying learning QuickBooks and asking Kirk Blandford fewer and fewer questions. He is 

a great teacher and teases me when I forget how to do something. Never fear … the teasing 

goes both ways which makes learning that much more enjoyable. 

Philip Adams has successfully finished his Pastoral Internship. It has been a blessing to watch 
Philip grow in his pastoral identity, preaching, teaching, as well as his willingness to be 
reflective, transparent, and vulnerable. He has blessed our spiritual community with his passion 
for God, ministry, and freely sharing his many ministerial gifts. It will be fun to see how God uses 
his education and experiences in a professional ministry setting. I am praying for his 
discernment and patience as the Holy Spirit leads and guides him.  
 
Georgia Thweatt-Johnson will be ordained at MCC Richmond on May 16 during worship. She is 
being ordained through the Alliance for Spiritual Understanding, a Science of Mind affiliated 
organization. It’s exciting to witness God’s continual guidance and discernment in Georgia’s life 
and ministry. I appreciate her gifts for ministry and the diversity of her theological understanding 
and practice.  
 
The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) contacted me regarding MCC Richmond being a 
vaccination site. I approached the Richmond Police Department asking for help to get our 
homeless population who attend the Vicky Hester Food Pantry and The Lounge vaccinated. 
With the help of Sgt. Carol Adams and her contacts, MCC Richmond has been approved as a 
vaccination site when and if the VDH begins using community organizations i.e., churches. They 
would only use the Johnson and Johnson vaccine. I am excited and grateful for this potential 
opportunity. 
 
The Vicky Hester Food Pantry, The Lounge and Bread Ministry continue to have several church 
members and community friends volunteer and donations of food, clothing and hygiene items 
are generous. People leave the food pantry with a smile, bags of stuff, smiles, a to-order fresh 
lunch, and knowing they are love and valued. This month these ministries served 943+ people 
who received combinations of groceries, meals, meat, countless hygiene products, bread, 
pastries, and lots of lots of love.  
 
It is such a blessing to experience MCC Richmond continually discover new ways to serve one 
another and our community while also being faithful to existing and growing ministries. I love 
watching people appropriately greet one another after not being together for months. It 
fascinates me to witness people’s determination to connect with one another safely through 
Zoom, Conference Calls or Facebook Live to pray, support, and encourage one another. It 
amazes me the number of people involved in justice and advocacy work and doing whatever it 
takes to support those affected by injustice, systemic racism, other -isms, and abuse.  
 
Our spiritual community is actively touching lives and sharing God’s love and justice literally 
throughout our community and around the world. We do not let anything get in the way of 
serving and caring for others … and we continue to learn how to serve more effectively while 
discovering new ways of being engaged with self and our community. We are serious about 
sharing the transforming love and presence of God with each other and the community at large.  
MCC Richmond is a thriving spiritual community because of our love of God and the ways we 
care for and serve others. I am blessed and highly favored to serve with all of you! 
 
 
-Pastor Kenny Callaghan 


