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To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in everything. -Thomas Merton 

 

The past couple weeks I have gained a fresh appreciation of the love of God I see and experience in and 

through the people of MCC Richmond. People are engaged in worship and serving as worship assistants. 

People are volunteering to try new areas of ministry … including things that at first make them uncomfortable 

but feel grateful to stretch and serve. People are actively serving others and making positive contributions in 

the lives of people within our spiritual community and within the Greater Richmond community. Generosity 

flows from people in ways that bring healing and life. More and more people are sharing and being vulnerable 

and transparent with me and doing the reflective inner work to grow in their relationship with God and their 

spiritual practice. People are finding creative and meaningful ways to share the love of God as well as being 

committee to the own spiritual growth. And as they do, people are noticing how blessed they feel and how 

grateful they are for their lives, God, and MCC Richmond. As your pastor, I am humble to serve this amazing 

growing congregation and find myself falling in love with MCC Richmond over and over again. I am blessed to 

serve as your pastor.  

Between August 13 – September 16 I have had 22 pastoral counseling appointments, 3 Zoom meetings with 
community leaders, 3 breakfast or lunch meetings with church members, 4 Zoom meetings with church 
members, 2 Zoom meetings with UFMCC staff, 3 meeting with visitors/newbies from the virtual service, 3 
meetings with staff and ministry leaders. It’s been a busy few weeks! 

The Vicky Hester Food Pantry and The Lounge continues to grow and serve those who struggle with food 

insecurity, need clothing, or hygiene products. We are seeing new faces every week with familiar faces sharing 

with others our routine and how things work. The number of home deliveries of food and personal needs grew 

this month to seven seniors receiving food. We are grateful for church volunteers who graciously deliver food 

and represent our church. Donations of non-perishable food items, clothing, hygiene products, and plastic 

grocery bags continue to be plentiful. The following food was served for the to-go lunch this month: 6 lbs. 

meatloaf, 5 lbs of chicken salad, 4 pounds of tuna, 3 lbs of turkey bologna for sandwiches, 30 pounds of 

homemade Sloppy J’s, 20 lbs, chicken hot dogs, 15 lbs hamburger patties, 10 lbs of chili for chili dogs, 233 hot 

dog buns, 273 hamburger buns, 10 lbs homemade potato salad, 75 lbs tater tots, 25 lbs mac ‘n cheese, 10 lbs 

green beans, 8 lbs homemade baked beans, who knows how many gallons of ice tea, condiments, cheese, 

and pickles. 862 people benefitted from the bread ministry and food pantry this month.  

 

MCC Richmond’s Social Media presence continues to grow and develop beyond my wildest imagination.  Each 

week people continue to discover MCC Richmond, engage in worship, use our content, and send me or the 

church office emails with a variety of questions and comments. Through continual and consistent posting and 

relative and relationship content, this ministry is literally reaching people around the globe. I asked the Social 

Media Team, Catherine Pall, Calvin Wills, Jr., and Les Quintana-Branch to provide feedback and statistics how 

this ministry is growing, empowering, and engaging others. Catherine provided the following: 

 

Facebook 

• When we began in March of 2020 we roughly had about 300 FB likes and follows 

• Today we have 488 page likes with 552 follows (people who follow our page see our content but can't 
be identified as liking the page) 

• Our overall reach of Facebook content over the last month is 2,048 people. (People who see our 
content) 

• In the last month we have had 620 content engagements (likes/comments/shares), 9 new page likes 
and 6 new location check ins 

• In the past week we have had two new attendees check in on our page and rate us positively (5 stars) 
based on worship experience. 

 
 



Instagram 

• Our Instagram started in the Summer of 2020 brand new. Today we have 261 followers and we 
continue to increase every week. (With an average of about 10 percent increase of followers every 30 
days (this month it was 11 percent) 

• Instagram routinely reaches over 200 people a week and has 150 content interactions (likes/ 
comments/shares) a month. 

• It is easier to track video shares on Instagram. Pastoral videos have been shared routinely with MCC 
Windsor and intermittently with members of MCC Chicago and other congregations. 
 

Les provided the following: 

 

Twitter 

• During the Summer of 2021 there was an attempt to hack into our Twitter account, and we had to 
switch from the old @MCCRichmond name to the current @Richmond_MCC Twitter name. 

• Since July 2021, we had 213 impressions (views in Twitter Speak) with about 93 impressions in the last 
16 days. 

• As of 9/16/2021 we have 25 followers an increase of 4 since 9/1/21. 

• We follow 260 accounts roughly divided into five categories: church members and friends, Richmond 
gay community organizations, Richmond area groups, UFMCC churches and groups, national 
organizations. 

• I have studiously avoided political organizations and persons, except for the current president and vice 
president of the United States, the current governor of Virginia and the first lady of Virginia and the two 
current Virginia US Senators and the current House Representatives from VA-7 and VA-4 which cover 
the Richmond area. 

 
Calvin provided the following: 
 
Youtube 

• From August 1, 2012 when MCC Richmond's YouTube channel started through the end of 2018 (six 
and a half years), we had a total of 5,900 total views encompassing 376 hours in video watch time. We 
reached 85 subscribers and had 254 published videos. 

• From January 1, 2019 through August 31, 2021, we have met or exceeded all of these metrics. In just 
over two and a half years, we have had 6,400 total views encompassing 483 hours in video watch time. 
We doubled our total number of subscribers to 169 and have published an additional 312 videos. 

• A significant majority of our growth has occurred since the COVID pandemic began in March 2020. We 
had 4,300 total views encompassing 322 hours in video watch time during the last 18 months. Our 
subscribership increased by 33% (57 more) and our published video count rose by 80% (250 in total). 

 

Let’s give thanks for our Social Media ministry, its effectiveness, the hard work and vision of the ministry team. 

I’m working with the team to discover and discuss what might be missing, what we can do to reach more 

people, as well as how we can make our presence better.  

 

Another benefit to our Social Media ministry. MCC Windsor is in-between pastors. They have been engaged in 

their pastor search however with the realities of Covid they have suspended their pastor search for now. It is 

an amazing reality that using the internet a congregation in Richmond, Virginia can share resources with a 

congregation in Canada. What a blessing for both congregations. 

 

The Verizon contract for phone and internet service has been renewed. Our new rate will be approximately 

$160 per building, per month which includes two phone lines and internet service. Verizon has updated the 

routers in each building and John Pall graciously installed them. A new phone jack has been installed in the 

multi-purpose room in the Community Center making it possible for all groups to meet in-person and virtually. 

This is a huge blessing.  

 



Susie Larios has agreed to clean the Community Center and Church buildings. She is currently cleaning on 

Saturday morning. She is working five hours at $15 an hour and doing a fantastic job! 

 

The Celebration Hall Renovations continue to move forward. Currently we are waiting for the plumbing permits 

to be granted by the City of Richmond so the initial plumbing work can be inspected. The framing of the walls 

in the former women’s bathroom will begin next week. The permit for the electrical work has been granted. I 

asked for a quote to be given for painting the vestibule and entryway/hallway that connects the space to the 

bathrooms. The work will include patching and preparing the walls, base, doors, steps, and rails. The change 

order quote is $2,638.00. I will be asking the Board to approve this Change Order at the September Board 

meeting. I have also asked one of the workers to install the panic bars on the back emergency exit doors and 

to repair the entrance door to the Celebration Hall. He has agreed to the work but has not submitted a quote 

yet. 

 

I have started planning for the upcoming Holiday Season and can hardly wait to implement some of the 

activities and opportunities for engagement. Ginny and I have been brainstorming and discussing the Spirits of 

Joy Christmas Concert. There will be plenty of fun, outreach, and lots of what I hope will be meaningful 

experiences for the congregation.  

 

Mark Harrell is enrolled in the Master of Divinity program at Virginia Union University Samuel DeWitt Proctor 

School of Theology. Mark has asked me, and I have been approved by the seminary to supervisor his General 

Field Education Internship. The internship will last 16 weeks … one full semester. Mark will engage in a variety 

of activities and experiences at MCC Richmond. I’m thrilled to have this opportunity with Mark and to learn 

more about Virginia Union.  

 

I am planning to take vacation from October 7-21. Kirk and I will be away October 7 -10 enjoying a family 

weekend in Alabama. We have been invited by our nieces to visit their colleges, The University of Alabama 

and Auburn University, and attend a college football game. We will also tour three museums as a family. On 

Thursday, October 14 Kirk and I will fly to Amsterdam to visit our friends Maureen and Will. Maureen is 

declining quickly from lung cancer which has spread throughout her body. Will and Maureen were very faithful 

in helping Kirk care for his late husband Jim as he started his transition from this earth. Thank you for your 

prayers for Maureen as she is likely beginning her transition. Please also pray for Kirk as he spends time with 

Maureen and we together support Will. While we are grateful to make the trip Covid makes it more challenging. 

I am working on coverage for while I am away and will provide the schedule to the Board of Directors before 

my time away begins. 

 

With and in gratitude, 

 

-Pastor Kenny Callaghan 


