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As I was heading to church Thursday morning, I received a call from Bill Harrison. He wanted to 
know if Diversity Richmond could donate non-perishable food items, fresh vegetables, frozen 
meats, hummus, and milk to the Vicky Hester Food Pantry. I thanked Bill and gladly accepted 
the donation. I had no idea the Diversity Thrift truck would arrive minutes later with the donation. 
Our freezers are filled a variety of ham, turkey, chicken, and meatballs. We were able to give 
away 20 half gallons of milk, three large cases of fresh greens and cucumbers, two large cases 
of blueberries. We gave away 8 family food boxes complete with a variety of non-perishable 
food items and hygiene supplies and we have 11 more to give away. From all these donations 
plus the generosity of the congregation … we know God is sending us a clear message to 
continue our ministry of feeding those who are hungry. At MCC Richmond we do more than just 
feed empty stomachs. We understand and know that a relationship with the Divine is 
nourishment for the soul. God continues to remind us that a banquet of opportunity is set before 
us … we are building a crowded table ready to join the feast. It is wonderful to have community 
partners like Diversity Richmond to support and join our efforts of serving the needs of the 
hungry in our community. God is us and we are a blessing to God.! 
 
My activity from February 22 to March 18, 2021 includes: 
 
26 pastoral counseling appointments, 5 meetings with staff, ministry leaders and parishioners, 1 
meeting with our seminary intern, 3 Zoom meetings with community leaders, 7 Zoom meetings 
with visitors/newbies from the virtual service, providing spiritual counseling, support, 
encouragement, follow through, ministry interest with volunteers, members, and friends of MCC 
Richmond. 
 
Daniel & Company, Inc. provided their proposal for renovations to the Celebration Hall 

bathrooms. Sam Daniel and his team are experienced with renovating older buildings. Their 

proposal includes ‘allowances’ for areas where they believe there may be structural issues not 

apparent to determine the scope of work. I did not ask Daniel & Company to bid renovating the 

entire Celebration Hall. 

Taylor & Parrish Construction also provided a proposal last August for the entire renovation of 

the Celebration Hall. This company also has experience with older buildings however their fee is 

significantly higher than Daniel & Company. I look forward to discussing these proposals at our 

next Board of Directors meeting.  

Sean Stephens-Samson resigned his position as Office Administrator effective March 15, 2021. 

As is the case with all resignations, I accepted Sean’s resignation. I am grateful for the many 

ways Sean’s work helped to move the church office forward using technology more effectively 

and with greater efficiency. Sean’s skills, gifts, and talents are an incredible gift. He will be 

missed in the church office.  

Monday, March 15 Calvin Wills, Jr. joined our staff as the Communication and Social Media 

Designer. Calvin will work remotely and brings many gifts and talents to this position. He will 

also work with Mark James to ensure information is entered into Servant Keeper, our 

congregational record keeping software.  

A rotating team consisting of Darryl Meadows, Greg Rivera, and Becky Young will assume 

cleaning of the church buildings and grounds ensuring they are maintained and cleaned weekly. 



Church members may volunteer to serve as the church receptionist answering the phone and 

completing office tasks. This past week the church office ran smoothly, we had a perfect 

number of volunteers, and we accomplished a lot. I am grateful to have this kind of support and 

enthusiasm from church members in serving wherever and whenever they can. If there is ever a 

week when volunteers are needed I will reach out for help. 

For the next six months, I will be entering information into QuickBooks to continue ensuring our 

finances and reporting are maintained. Although I will be recording bank deposits and entering 

bills into QuickBooks, all the existing internal controls provided by the Board of Directors and the 

Finance Team will continue to remain in place.  

From the stream of comments and questions regarding the Lent Devotions and Contemplative 
Spiritual Practices it is clear people are engaging in them. It is exciting to hear how people are 
growing in their relationship and awareness of the Divine. People are engaging in the Lent 
Outreach Opportunities and appear to be enjoying doing so.  
 
I’m looking forward to Holy Week and Easter Sunday. The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
worship services were the first pre-recorded virtual services had held last year.  We have 
learned a lot in a year. Undoubtedly, God will continue to teach us as we move forward with 
Virtual and In-person Worship.  
 
From the generosity of three church members the pastor’s office has been given two gently 
used office chairs and very nice new window shades. The church office also has new window 
shades. These items help provide a tone of professionalism and class … now we could use 
some new glitter!  
 
MCC Richmond continues to be blessed with incredible gifts of grace, love, service, and 
community. Our spiritual community is actively touching lives and sharing God’s love and justice 
literally throughout our community and the world. We are following our Strategic Plan and doing 
so with ease. Isn’t it amazing to consider that our little corner of Park and Davis is blessed to 
care for and serve so many people. I believe this is because we are constantly opening 
ourselves to new ways of experiencing God. We have the desire to be instruments of Divine 
care, service, justice and transforming love. God is present with us teaching us and empowering 
us with a spirit of abundance, generosity, service, and love. It’s a wonderful journey … one I 
wouldn’t give up for anything. I’m grateful and blessed to share it with all of you! 
 
Many blessings and much love, 
 
-Pastor Kenny Callaghan 


